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This week marks the three-year anniversary of the Western-backed assassination of 
Libya’s former president, Muammar Gaddafi, and the fall of one of Africa’s greatest 
nations. 

In 1967 Colonel Gaddafi inherited one of the poorest nations in Africa; however, by the 
time he was assassinated, Gaddafi had turned Libya into A frica’s wealthiest nation. Libya 
had the highest GDP per capita and life expectancy on the continent. Less people lived 
below the poverty line than in the Netherlands. 


After NATO’s intervention in 2011, Libya is now a failed state and its economy is in 
shambles. As the government’s control slips through their fingers and into to the militia 
fighters’ hands, oil production has all but stopped. 


The militias variously local, tribal, regional, Islamist or criminal, that have plagued Libya 
since NATO’s intervention, have recently lined up into two warring factions. Libya now 
has two governments, both with their own Prime Minister, parliament and army. 


On one side, in the West of the country, Islamist-allied militias took over control of the 
capital Tripoli and other cities and set up their own government, chasing away a 
parliament that was elected over the summer. 


On the other side, in the East of the Country, the “legitimate” government dominated by 
anti-Islamist politicians, exiled 1,200 kilometers away in Tobruk, no longer governs 
anything. 


The fall of Gaddafi’s administration has created all of the country’s worst-case scenarios: 
Western embassies have all left, the South of the country has become a haven for 
terrorists, and the Northern coast a center of migrant trafficking. Egypt, Algeria and 
Tunisia have all closed their borders with Libya. This all occurs amidst a backdrop of 
widespread rape, assassinations and torture that complete the picture of a state that is 
failed to the bone. 


America is clearly fed up with the two inept governments in Libya and is now backing a 
third force: long-time CIA asset, General Khalifa Hifter, who aims to set himself up as 
Libya’s new dictator. Hifter, who broke with Gaddafi in the 1980s and lived for years in 
Langley, Virginia, close to the CIA’s headquarters, where he was trained by the CIA, has 
taken part in numerous American regime change efforts, including the aborted attempt to 
overthrow Gaddafi in 1996. 


In 1991 the New York Times reported that Hifter may have been one of “600 Libyan 
soldiers trained by American intelligence officials in sabotage and other guerrilla 
skills...to fit in neatly into the Reagan Administration’s eagerness to topple Colonel 
Qaddafi”. 


Hifter’s forces are currently vying with the Al Qaeda group Ansar al-Sharia for control 
of Libya’s second largest city, Benghazi. Ansar al-Sharia was armed by America during 
the NATO campaign against Colonel Gaddafi. In yet another example of the U.S. backing 
terrorists backfiring, Ansar al-Sharia has recently been blamed by America for the brutal 
assassination of U.S. Ambassador Stevens. 


Hifter is currently receiving logistical and air support from the U.S. because his faction 
envision a mostly secular Libya open to Western financiers, speculators, and capital. 


Perhaps, Gaddafi’s greatest crime, in the eyes of NATO, was his desire to put the interests 
of local labour above foreign capital and his quest for a strong and truly United States of 
Africa. In fact, in August 2011, President Obama confiscated $30 billion from Libya’s 
Central Bank, which Gaddafi had earmarked for the establishment of the African IMF 
and African Central Bank. 


In 2011, the West’s objective was clearly not to help the Libyan people, who already had 
the highest standard of living in Africa, but to oust Gaddafi, install a puppet regime, and 
gain control of Libya’s natural resources. 


For over 40 years, Gaddafi promoted economic democracy and used the nationalized oil 
wealth to sustain progressive social welfare programs for all Libyans. Under Gaddafi’s 
rule, Libyans enjoyed not only free health-care and free education, but also free electricity 
and interest-free loans. Now thanks to NATO’s intervention the health-care sector is on 
the verge of collapse as thousands of Filipino health workers flee the country, institutions 
of higher education across the East of the country are shut down, and black outs are a 
common occurrence in once thriving Tripoli. 


One group that has suffered immensely from NATO’s bombing campaign is the nation’s 
women. Unlike many other Arab nations, women in Gaddafi’s Libya had the right to 
education, hold jobs, divorce, hold property and have an income. The United Nations 
Human Rights Council praised Gaddafi for his promotion of women’s rights. 


When the colonel seized power in 1969, few women went to university. Today, more than 
half of Libya’s university students are women. One of the first laws Gaddafi passed in 
1970 was an equal pay for equal work law. 


Nowadays, the new “democratic” Libyan regime is clamping down on women’s rights. 
The new ruling tribes are tied to traditions that are strongly patriarchal. Also, the chaotic 
nature of post-intervention Libyan politics has allowed free reign to extremist Islamic 
forces that see gender equality as a Western perversion. 


Three years ago, NATO declared that the mission in Libya had been “one of the most 
successful in NATO history.” Truth is, Western interventions have produced nothing but 
colossal failures in Libya, Iraq, and Syria. Lest we forget, prior to western military 
involvement in these three nations, they were the most modern and secular states in the 
Middle East and North Africa with the highest regional women’s rights and standards of 
living. 


A decade of failed military expeditions in the Middle East has left the American people 
in trillions of dollars of debt. However, one group has benefited immensely from the 
costly and deadly wars: America’s Military-Industrial-Complex. 


Building new military bases means billions of dollars for America’s military elite. As 
Will Blum has pointed out, following the bombing of Iraq, the United States built new 
bases in Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, Oman and Saudi Arabia. 


Following the bombing of Afghanistan, the United States is now building military bases 
in Pakistan, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan. 


Following the recent bombing of Libya, the United States has built new military bases in 
the Seychelles, Kenya, South Sudan, Niger and Burkina Faso. 


Given that Libya sits atop the strategic intersection of the African, Middle Eastern and 
European worlds, Western control of the nation, has always been a remarkably effective 
way to project power into these three regions and beyond. 


NATO’s military intervention may have been a resounding success for America’s 
military elite and oil companies but for the ordinary Libyan, the military campaign may 
indeed go down in history as one of the greatest failures of the 21st century. 


http://www.globalresearch.ca/libya-from-africas-richest-state-under-gaddafi-to-failed-state- 


after-nato-intervention/5408740 





Libya: Ten Things About Gaddafi They Don’t 
Want You to Know 


By Global Research 16 November, 2014 


What do you think of when you hear the name Colonel Gaddafi? Tyrant? Dictator? 
Terrorist? Well, a national citizen of Libya may disagree but we want you to decide. 


For 41 years until his demise in October 2011, Muammar Gaddafi did some truly 
amazing things for his country and repeatedly tried to unite and empower the whole 
of Africa. 

So despite what you've heard on the radio, seen in the media or on the TV, Gaddafi did 
some powerful things that are not characteristic of a “vicious dictator” as portrayed by 
the western media. 


Here are ten things Gaddafi did for Libya that you may not know about... 





1. In Libya a home is considered a natural human right 


In Gaddafi’s Green Book it states: ’The house is a basic need of both the individual and 
the family, therefore it should not be owned by others”. Gaddafi’s Green Book is the 
formal leader’s political philosophy, it was first published in 1975 and was intended 
reading for all Libyans even being included in the national curriculum. 

2. Education and medical treatment were all free 


Under Gaddafi, Libya could boast one of the best healthcare services in the Middle East 
and Africa. Also if a Libyan citizen could not access the desired educational course or 
correct medical treatment in Libya they were funded to go abroad. 


3. Gaddafi carried out the world’s largest irrigation project 


The largest irrigation system in the world also known as the great manmade river was 
designed to make water readily available to all Libyan’s across the entire country. It was 
funded by the Gaddafi government and it said that Gaddafi himself called it ’the eighth 
wonder of the world”. 
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4. It was free to start a farming business 


If any Libyan wanted to start a farm they were given a house, farm land and live stock 
and seeds all free of charge. 


5. A bursary was given to mothers with newborn babies 


When a Libyan woman gave birth she was given 5000 (US dollars) for herself and the 
child. 


6. Electricity was free 
Electricity was free in Libya meaning absolutely no electric bills! 
7. Cheap petrol 


During Gaddafi’s reign the price of petrol in Libya was as low as 0.14 (US dollars) per 
litre. 


8. Gaddafi raised the level of education 


Before Gaddafi only 25% of Libyans were literate. This figure was brought up to 87% 
with 25% earning university degrees. 


9. Libya had It’s own state bank 


Libya had its own State bank, which provided loans to citizens at zero percent interest by 
law and they had no external debt. 


10. The gold dinar 


Before the fall of Tripoli and his untimely demise, Gaddafi was trying to introduce a 
single African currency linked to gold. Following in the foot steps of the late great pioneer 
Marcus Garvey who first coined the term United States of Africa”. Gaddafi wanted to 
introduce and only trade in the African gold Dinar — a move which would have thrown 
the world economy into chaos. 


The Dinar was widely opposed by the ‘elite’ of today’s society and who could blame 
them. African nations would have finally had the power to bring itself out of debt and 
poverty and only trade in this precious commodity. They would have been able to finally 
say ‘no’ to external exploitation and charge whatever they felt suitable for precious 
resources. It has been said that the gold Dinar was the real reason for the NATO led 
rebellion, in a bid to oust the outspoken leader. 


http://www.globalresearch.ca/libya-ten-things-about-gaddafi-they-dont-want-you-to- 
know/5414289 





